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Part A – Items considered in public 

A1   Minutes Of Meeting Held On 26 
September 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the last meeting were agreed as a true record. 
 
RESOLVED: LDWG meeting scheduled for 14th January to be rearranged for early February 
2020 (Rosalind Jeffrey to review member availability for w/c 10th February). 

A2   Declarations Of Interest There were no declarations of interest. 

A3   Delivering The Recommendations Of 
The Local Democracy Review: 
Programme Update Report 

RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG noted the work undertaken to date and proposed next 
steps. They also noted the updated Programme Plan. 
 
RESOLVED: Barrie Neal agreed to provide Cllr Elliott with a timetable for future NCIL funding 
workshops. 

A4   Theme 1: Openness & Transparency 4A. Update On The New Report Template & Guidance (Recommendation #19) 
 
RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG noted the work undertaken to date and proposed next 
steps for implementation. 
 
RESOLVED: Officers will continue to refine the new report template and guidance, 
incorporating initial feedback received from members of the LDWG (particularly in relation to 
engagement). 

A5   Theme 2: Public Involvement In 
Decisions 

5A. Evaluating The Provision Of A People’s Panel (Recommendation #33) 
 
RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG agreed that a People’s Panel should not be set-up in 
Lewisham at this time, although the detailed analysis and resultant discussion noted the 
potential benefits of a People’s Panel model in some circumstances. 
 
RESOLVED: Officers to explore more bespoke options for involving seldom-heard communities 
in the business and decision-making of the Council and report back to the Working Group in 
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early 2020. Other LDR recommendations currently underway within the ‘Public Involvement’ 
theme will also consider effective engagement with the seldom-heard as an integral part of 
their evaluation. 
 
5B. Evaluating The Provision Of A Citizens’ Assembly (Recommendation #39) 
 
RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG welcomed the report but, following a robust discussion on 
the cost-benefits of Citizens’ Assemblies and consideration of other public involvement 
mechanisms that have emerged from the Local Democracy Review or are already in use 
across the Council, it was agreed that the Working Group would not recommend to Mayor & 
Cabinet that a Citizens’ Assembly be undertaken at this time. However the detailed analysis 
and resultant discussion noted the potential benefits of a Citizens’ Assembly model in some 
circumstances. 
 
RESOLVED: Salena Mulhere agreed to engage with the Director of Culture & Community 
Development about how existing borough-wide mechanisms for civic participation (such as 
Local Assemblies) can be better utilised. 
 
5C. Piloting The Place Standard Tool (Recommendation #39) 
 
RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG agreed that the Place Standard tool should be piloted in 
support of the Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (NCIL) process as well as 
broader Neighbourhood Development initiatives where appropriate. 

A6   Theme 3: Effective Decision-Making 6A. Update On The Overview & Scrutiny Review (Recommendation #53) 
 
RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG approved the following recommendations: 
 
1. Note the results of consultation with councillors 
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2. Agree a task and finish group approach for in-depth/topical scrutiny, instead of in depth 
reviews being carried out by select committees  
3. Agree that the number of select committees should remain as they are now  
4. Agree that a task and finish approach only works if there is a balance between the number of 
select committee meetings and councillors on those select committees on the one hand, and 
the number of task and finish groups and their membership on the other  
5. Recognise that the establishment of task and finish groups is an Overview & Scrutiny 
function and ask officers to prepare a report on the options for doing so 
6. Agree that officers develop further detail to introduce the other suggested practice changes 
outlined at 6.8-6.23 in the report to improve the impact and effectiveness of scrutiny 
7. Subject to agreement of 1-6 above, to ask officers to refer their further report to the 
Constitution Working Party for consideration in advance of the 2020/2021 AGM  
8. Agree that Council should be recommended to alter the Overview & Scrutiny approach 
broadly within the parameters of the existing structure around membership and meetings 
 
6B. Update On The Development Of Member Role Profiles (Recommendation #45) 
 
RESOLVED: Members of the LDWG agreed to note the work undertaken to date and proposed 
next steps. They also agreed to the inclusion of written guidance for all active councillor 
appointments to outside bodies as an appendix to the final set of role profiles. 
 
RESOLVED: Rosalind Jeffrey agreed to circulate the draft role profiles to members of the 
LDWG once feedback from specific members/lead officers had been captured and 
incorporated (February 2020). 


